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Christ he sacrifices himself to save mankind. Actually he is
obsessed by the figure of Christ. He longs to ascend the cross,
to suffer in behalf of others, to pay with his blood for the
happiness of others. His ecstatic love for his fellow men
transforms this atheist into an almost Christian figure. We
say "almost," because Shatov recognizes Christ without rec-
ognizing God. We may recall here the letter that Dosto-
evsky wrote from Siberia to Madame Fonvizin, in which he
said, "If someone proved to me that Christ is outside the
truth, and if it had been really established that truth is out-
side Christ, I would prefer to stay with Christ rather than
with the truth."
Thus Dostoevsky was torn between Shatov's Messianic
orthodoxy and Kirilov's Christian atheism. But Christ re-
mains unassailed. Dostoevsky's problem was only this: Christ
with God or Christ without God? This problem tormented
him throughout his life. It also torments his characters. "To
get out of it/' Kirilov shoots himself.
Stavrogin, another libertine, also ends his life by suicide,
after grazing redemption. "I wanted to try my strength ev-
erywhere. I looked upon our negators with hatred, because
I envied their hopes."
Among the other characters of The Possessed, the most
noteworthy are Stepan Trofimovich, the father of Verkho-
vensky, a sniveling failure, idealistic and bombastic, modeled
on Professor Granovsky, one of the founders of Russian lib-
eralism, and Karmazinov, "the great writer," who is a hide-
ous caricature of Turgenev. Like Turgenev, he is a "Russo-
European," and Dostoevsky puts in his mouth Turgenev's
own words, "I have become a German, and I am proud of
it," or, "I have been living in Karlsruhe for seven years. Last
year when the municipality resolved to build a new aqueduct